MAGICIANS AS KINGS                    CHAP.
power of the sorcerers/' * Again speaking of the Girara
tribes, Mr. Beaver, a good observer, says " the chiefs of a
village appear to have a little authority. The late chief of
Barimo, a man combining the dual functions of chief and
sorcerer, was one of the few men I have seen implicitly
obeyed by his people." * Once more with regard to the bush
people of western British New Guinea, Mr. Beaver tells us,
" certain men are credited with supernatural powers either
acquired or by inheritance, and the people are prepared to
ascribe everything to them. The coast folk invariably say
the bush people are powerful sorcerers and the bush people
accuse each other of the same thing. Possibly and very often
the sorcerer himself does nothing to shake this belief. Why
should he ? It is a source of power and wealth to him, whether
it be black or white magic. When anyone dies from some
unexplained cause, when a person dies from snake-bite (and
in New Guinea no one except those killed in battle or the very
aged die a natural death), when the crops fail, when there is
too much rain or too little, it is all due to the sorcerer.'1 3
Once more, with regard to the Kiwai of British New
Guinea, another good authority informs us that " the sor-
cerer is found in every Kiwai village without exception.    His
influence is great, and the whole community stands in awe
of him.    He is a professor of magic and the natives have
unbounded faith in his art and in the methods employed by
him.    He professes to have the power to cause sickness and
death*    He also claims to be able to counteract the evil forces
he has set at work, and to restore a sick man to health." 4
Again the same writer observes that " if the sorcerer should
be angry he will say to a man :  ' This is your last day ; you
will not see the sun rise tomorrow.1    It seems impossible to
believe that such a curse pronounced upon a man will cause
him to sicken and die, but so great is the fear of the sorcerer
and his charms that unless the curse be counteracted the
condemned man will die.    He gives up all hope and simply
passes  away."6   With regard  to the  Yabim, a tribe  of
Northern New Guinea, we learn that the chief, though not
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